While the majority of texts are in English, the MHL includes works in French, Spanish, German, Latin, Portuguese, and Dutch. Materials are selected for their scholarly, educational, and historical value and include monographs, pamphlets, ephemera, and video dating from circa 1200 to the 2000s. Many of the works are richly illustrated and address cultural and temporal perceptions of the body; race, gender, and ethnicity; the mechanics of medicine; and the rise of new industries built to serve or contest statusquo medical practices. MHL content is freely available via the Internet Archive, with metadata for all collection items searchable in the Digital Public Library of America (DPLA). Examples of images from MHL texts accompany this article. 
NEW CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES: STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY JOURNALS AND "MEDICINE AT GROUND LEVEL"
The rationale for the MHL, and all of its subsequent activities, is best articulated in its 2009 appeal to the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, whose funding launched the MHL:
Perhaps no subject has been so fundamental to understanding and interpreting the human condition as has medicine. Such interpretations entail concerns regarding birth and death, health and disease, and the normal and the pathological. Around such concerns, systems of knowledge, patterns of care, and professions and para-professions have been developed in various contexts, conditioned by related belief systems and political economic configurations…Given the centrality of such concerns to the human condition, the "history of medicine" itself often transcends such disciplinary boundaries, extending to the interests of general and economic historians, classicists and archaeologists, historians of religion and art, linguists and literary scholars, philosophers and historians of ideas, and sociologists and policy-makers. The relationship between "medical" resources and these more diverse audiences helped to inspire our "Medicine at Ground Level" project. The state medical society journals document the transformation of American medicine at both the local and national level, and serve as sites not only for scientific articles, but also for medical talks, local news regarding the medical profession, pharmaceutical and device advertising, and uncensored musings on medicine and society throughout the twentieth century. Yet the broader audiences for such a project were articulated by former president of the American Association for the History of Medicine, Distinguished Professor of History Nancy J. Tomes, Stony Brook University, who noted in her letter of support:
The value of this collection lies precisely in the insights state journals provide on issues of great contemporary interest. They shed light on questions at the heart of today's policy debates: why do physicians treat specific diseases so differently in different parts of the country? Why is it such a challenge to develop and implement professional policies at the national level? How do state level developments in health insurance influence federal policy and vice versa? How do factors such as race, class, gender, and ethnicity affect therapeutic decision making? How have methods of promoting new therapies and technologies changed over time? These are issues of interest not only to historians but to political scientists, sociologists, and economists.
Over the past year, the MHL has provided researchers with free online resources to examine opiate addiction in the aftermath of Civil War, the impact of the 1918 Spanish influenza epidemic, the history of sedatives, and the varied uses of the term "personal equation" in medical literature from the 1850s to the 1950s. The MHL has also fostered digital humanities investigations like identifying parallel passages across disciplines using MHL-digitized texts.
The primary accomplishment of "Medicine at Ground Level" was the collaborative digitization of nearly every state medical journal in the United States, from their initiation almost to the present day. Given both the desire for the MHL to partner with the state medical societies (e.g., in promoting this rich resource to their constituent audiences) and the legal need to obtain permission to digitize incopyright materials, this effort initially entailed multiple discussions with representatives (usually executive vice presidents or heads of publication, Ultimately, the five MHL partners in the project-the Center for the History of Medicine in the Francis A. Countway Library at Harvard University, the New York Academy of Medicine, the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, University of California−San Francisco, and the University of Maryland-Baltimore-digitized 97 titles from 48 states along with the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, constituting 2,766,898 pages in 3,816 volumes, with gaps in runs continuing to be digitized and deposited to the Internet Archive through the generous efforts of the National Library of Medicine. In total, 4,666 state medical society journals are currently tagged in the Internet Archive. Beyond the Internet Archive's access portal through which MHL content is delivered, "Medicine at Ground Level" motivated the MHL (with the input of our advisory board) to further develop the MHL's own advanced search interface, which currently makes 260,000 items full-text searchable, complete with proximity search, date search, snippet views, and faceting by contributor, collection, and languages. The MHL hopes to digitize widely read runs of "throwaway" journals (which will entail further copyright discussions), again making them full-text searchable, as well as grey literature and ephemeral printed materials that cover health issues that populations continue to grapple with today.
In an era of shared collections and massive deduplication efforts in academic libraries that are bearing extraordinary financial pressures, making accessible unique holdings is one way that medical libraries can define themselves and formulate new services. Moreover, such collections, when meaningfully integrated into academic programs and curricula, can foster conversations around issues of equity, social justice, and diversity. We welcome the efforts of all who share our mission.
